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REVIEW 


STATT 


OF TH RB 


BRITISH NATION. 


Numb. 124 


Saturday, January 21. 1710. 


Have in my laſt given you a brief Pa- 
rallel between the two Church-Cham- 


pions now upon the Stage ofthe Town, 


and both brought to the Bar of Parliament- 
Juſtice z Mr. Greenſbiels from Edinburgh, 
of whom ſo much Noiſe has been made 
about Perſecution ; and Dr. $Sachbeverell 
from St. Pauls, about whom ſome People 
are ſo angry, that they talk a Language 
not fit to be repeated. 

I have been thinking to run my Parallel 
to their Perſons, aad examine ſome of 
their reſpective Morals, and eſpecially our 
Northern Gentleman, who, they ſay, ſuf- 
fers for Conſcience and Principle. Indeed 
it becomey ſomething of an Obligation upon 


0 
us to examine Mens Morals, when they 
ſet up more than ordinary for Men of Con- 
ſcience, and would be —— MARTYRS. 
I confeſs, Raking in the #igh Church Laꝝſtal 
is an unpleaſant Work, and it is never a- 
— to an heneft Man to rip up the 

and Infirmities of others 

But when they _ whole Nation, and 
challenge z Society ſecuting Men for 
meer ce, and thoſe Mens Liyes 
ſhow them to be Perſons that act in Con- 
tempt of Conſcience, in Defiance of Hea- 
ven, and inconfiftent with all that can be 
call'd Principle in Religion—it will certain- 
ly go a little Way to ſhock Peoples Judg · 


ment, and blaſs their Opinions, when they 
are 
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are told of being perſecuted for Conſcience, Honeſty and Knavery, Integrity and Hy. 


And ifever I give you a Branch or two of 


pocriſie ſubũſt together, juft as Fire and 


this Man's Character as to his Morals, as If, Water, and are as incompatible. 


believe I ſhall be oblig'd to do, it is meer- 


ly on this Account. 

I do acknowledge, there ſeems to me 2 
real Foundation, for what I am very ſure 
is true in Fact; Viz, That generally calcu- 
lating the Non - ꝓurors againft the High- 
Flyers; the Firſt are the Men of the beſt 
Morals The Reaſon is plain, that a 
High Flyer, i. e. a Swearing, Oath and Ab- 
jut ation-taking Facobite An Abjura- 
cion-taking Fure Divino Mad - cannot be a 
Man of Morals ; he is guilty of Pe. jury 
backward and forward in the moſt intenſe 


Degree—— #e i forſmorn when he ſwears 


to tne Government, becauſe he ſwears to 
the Queen, and realy believes her Eneiny 
to be his lawful Sovereign, and his former 
Engagements in full Force; be as perjus d 
after he is ſworn, becauſe when he has 
ſworn to act faithtuſy for the Queen, he 
takes Part with her Enemy Now, 


when Men are come to this Height, who 
can expect Morality from them, and What 


need ſuch Men talk of Confcieace ? It is a 
Sin to let ſuch Men take the Oaths, and 
more to render the Oaths to them; for we 
know they are perjvr'd, and that all their 
Swearing and Abjuring is Hypocriſie. 

Shall a Facobitie be rank'd with theſe ? 
Facobites may be Men of Honours Men of 
Conſcience, Men of Principle, and I know, 
ſome that are acknowledg,d go be to, and 
they merit onr Pity and ſome Forbearance, 
while they behave peaceabl;—And yet I am 
no Facobite, nor, I believe, will you ſuſpect 
me But tneſe Men! *cis no Breach 
of Honour or Chat ity to ay they are not 
honeſt Men, or Men of Priaciple, for re- 
ally they cannot be fo, it is inconſiſtent 
with the Nature of the Thing ;. to forſwear 
him they ſerve, and ſerve him they for- 
ſwear— What is the Natural Cooſequence, 
hut to {wear to thoſe they reſolve to be- 
tray, and betray thoſe to whom they 
ſwez;?—— And where can you croud in the 
izaft Atom of Honeſty or Conſcience into 
ſuch a Man? Jt cannot be; Perjury and 
Conſcitnce can never ſubſiſt together; 


they are in Jeft, 


From hence then will the Clamour of 
Perſecution in Scotland infallibly fall to the 
Ground=Þor if the profeſs d Non-juram a. 
cobites were aſk d, they muſt and will own, 
they are allow d their Meetings without any 
Diftucbance—or with but very little. 
And for thoſe that take the Oaths, and 
yet profcls Jacobite Principles 
Let them be perſecuced how they wil, 
their Stoty will tell very odly, when they 
call it Perſecution for Conſrience: When 
they talk of Principle. e ought to think 
„ and ought to take it ſo; 
for really their Practice is jnconfiffent with 
Principles, = 

I ſhall not puſh at Dr. Szcheverel in par- 
ticular; let it fall where *cis due, let the 
Coat fic thoſe that claim it, or be claim'd 
by cboſe that it fits But I ſhould be 


glad to ſee any Man make out the Con- 


gruity and Conſiſtency with common Senſe, 
between the Doctrine of Divide Right to 
Hereditary Succeſſion and taking the 
Oaths to the Queen—Between abjuring a 
Sovereign once legally and undiſputedly ſo, 
and that was driven away by Force, and 
profeſſing the utter-Iilegality of Reſiſtance 
upon any Account whatſoe ver He that 
can reconcile theſe Extremes, may believe 
in Mabomet, and yet call himſelf a Chri- 
ſtian; may abjure Popery, and yet be a 
Koman Catholick; may worſhip an Idol, 
and yet keep the ſecond Commandment. 
Now, while theſe Things are thus dia- 
metricaſly oppoſite, and yet meet in the 
ſame Perſon, is it any Breach of Charity to 
ſay, ſach have no Principle? — Will it 
not be a Jeſt to talk of ſuch being perſecu- 
ted for Conſcience ? 

Conſcience is a conftant Monitor in the 
Breaſt of .a Chriftian, which diftates to 
him what he ought to do, and reproaches 
him when he does what be ought not—agnd 
if obediently liften'd co, will be a faithful 
Wicoeſs between the Man and his Maker— 
A ftrit Adherence to the Dictates of a 
rightly enlightned Conſcience will have 
this Effect, that it will bring the Man to a 
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ReAitude of Principle which he cannot 
ſorſake To talk of Conſcience, when 
Men can break in upon the vileſt and moſt 
ſcandalous Crimes, ſuch as Perjury, Trea- 
chery, and premeditated Hypocrifie, is to 
talk ridiculouſly. And I undertake to 
prove, and think I have done it— That a 
Man, who having ſworn Allegiance to the 
preſent Government, yet believes, the 
Doctrine of Non-Reſiftance and Heredita- 
ry Right, is guilty of Perjury ; if he preaches 
it, he is guilty o f Treachery—=and if he 
does not believe it, and yet preaches it, he 
is guilty of Hv pocriſie. 

As then to the Morals of theſe People 
who I call ſwearing Facobites— And firſt 
jet me tell plainly who I mean; I mean ſuch, 
who having ſworn to the preſent Govern- 
ment, yet openly adhere to the Facobite 
Intereff, and joya with the Jacobite Party, 
and encourage the proſeſs d Enemies of the 
Government Now, becauſe I may be 
oblig d to point out ſome ſuch in particular, 
and perhaps name others, I cannot but 
premiſe, 1 have no Perſonal Prejudice a- 
gainft any Man; nor, had J ajprivate Quar- 


rel with any Man, would I take ſo mean 


and diſhonourable a Method of Satisfaction. 
T would not willingly wrong any Man; and 
if 1 do unwillingly do it, or am impos'd 
upon, I (ball readily own and acknowledge 
it — And if any Gentleman thinks himfelf 


injur'd, and will calwly convince me of it, 


Iwill fully repair the Injury by a publick 
Acknowledgment. 

But after I have ſaid this, let no Man 
blame me, if in this Caſe I inſert a Caſe 
or two, before I come to Mr. Greenſbiels. 

Firſt, Are there not Towns in the North 


of Britain to this r — 
firatesof the Townhaving worn, abjur'd, Oc. 


for otherwiſe they could not beMagitirates,and 
thereby renounc'd the Title and Intereſt 

the Pretender et go publickly to joyn 
Fortis in the Jacobite Meeting, where 
the Queen -rbey ſwear to is not own 'd, where 
the Minifter tbey joyn with is a Non-juror 
and'profeſs'd Facobite—and where, it I am 
not miſ inform'd, the Pretender is pray d 
for, at leaft where their lawful Proteftant 


Quzen is not pray'd for ? 
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Are there not whole Setts of Magiſtrates, 

who, beſides ſwearing to the Government, 
Jyn ſo far in ſubmitting to the Laws, as to 
call a Prebyterian Minifter to the Pariſh» 
Church—of the Towa or Corporation, and 
were never known to go to hear in the 
Church, ſince the Mioifter that has preach'd 
there crook the Oaths ? 
Are there not Magiſtrates ſworn and ab- 
juring, Cc. as above, who having a Mini- 
ſter really Epiſcopal in Judgment, yet will 
not hear him, only becauſe be has qualify d, 
and go coonftantly to the Facobite Meeting 
to hear, becauſe the Miniſter is a Non- 
r? | 

It it were ſaid, tis becauſe they are Zpiſ- 
copal they leave the Church, it would 
be aſk'd, why may they not have an 
Epifcopal Minifter that has taken the 
Oaths preach in their Meeting-bouſe= 
The Scandal were then remoy'd—but 
tis the taking the Oath is the Point of 
Diſſent. 

Nor is the Scandal in going to hear the 
Non- juror imply, but in takiag the 
Oaths firft, and then adhering to the 
- whoſe Intereſt they have 
abjur d. 

This is an Hypocriſie not to be hid; tis 
a Flying in the Face of the Omni- 
ſcience of GOD, and an Occaſional 
Conformity to the Devil. And from 
ſuch Men, who can expect any Morals ? 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Lately Publiſh'd, 

7 Deſcription of the World, de- 

 lineating Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
America; with a Map and Tables of the 
Empires, Kingdoms, Provinces, and Cities 
therein, together with a Chronological and 
Hiftorical Account of the Emperors, Kings, 
Princes, Governments, Religioo,. Langua- 
ges, Cuſtoms, Commodities, Revolutions, 
and Rareties thereof. The ſecond Edition. 
By H. Curſon, Gent, Sold by 7. Woodward, . 
in St. Chriſtopher's Church-Tard, in Thread- 
needleſtreet. | Price 2 3. 
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